black sea countries conference 2009: 

Partnership for Breast and Cervical Cancer Prevention

Consensus Declaration

The 1st Black Sea Countries Conference on Partnership for Breast and Cervical Cancers Prevention was held in Batumi on 10-11 September, 2009.  The main purpose of the conference was to review the latest national statistics related to breast and cervical cancers, the results of reproductive tract cancer prevention and screening programs and to share experiences. Then, by bringing together the voices of policy makers, experts and clinicians from Armenia, Azerbaijan, Georgia, Moldova, Romania and Turkey, emphasize the importance of primary prevention and early detection of breast and cervical cancers and jointly advocate for stronger government commitment to prevention programs. After considering the data presented at the conference, the participants agreed:

1. That breast and cervical cancer are among the national healthcare priorities for the countries of Black Sea Region, therefore governments are committed to implement prevention (including screening) programs for breast and cervical cancers based on national policies and strategies;

2. To encourage and support establishing of cancer registries (based on the IARC Guidelines) at the national level to gather, analyze and share accredited cancer data;

3. To built capacities of national health professionals involved in cancer control through  incorporation of the breast and cervical cancers prevention issues into the educational programmes at the medical schools in the pre and post-diploma education; 

4. To invest in primary prevention by promoting awareness, information, education and behavior change communication about the risk factors of breast and cervical cancer and about the benefits of prevention programmes;

5. That the governments will built and support regional collaboration and partnership for breast and cervical cancer prevention through establishing and strengthening the Black Sea Countries Coalition on Breast and Cervical Cancers Prevention (hereafter, the Coalition); 
5.1 Members of the Coalition will be policy makers, technical institutions dealing with the breast and cervical cancer prevention, as well as individuals – experts in the field representing the countries of the Black Sea region;
5.2 The main aim of the Coalition is to support Black Sea Countries in their effort to tackle breast and cervical cancer by providing a framework for building partnerships, identifying and sharing information, capacity and expertise in the field;

5.3 The Coalition will contribute to improved breast and cervical cancer prevention in Black sea countries through different activities, amongst them:

i. Adapting the WHO, EU and other international guidelines for cancer screening according to the country context (economic situation, burden of disease, human resources);
ii. Supporting implementation of a cancer registry with European standardized terminology;
iii. supporting capacity building activities for national counterparts and service providers according to European standards;

iv. Strengthening knowledge sharing through developing and maintaining a website;

v. Establishing and strengthening linkages with the relevant structures within the EU to support knowledge, information and experience sharing with the EU countries;

vi. Coordinating and liaising with the relevant international donor organizations NGOs and private sector to support mobilization of resources for Coalition’s activities and regional cancer prevention programmes;
5.4 The Coalition will be governed by the Steering Committee, consisting of one nominated member from each country; 

5.5 The operation of the Steering Committee will be supported by the Secretariat, consisting of 2 staff: Technical Assistant and Administrative Assistant.


